
 

 

NORTHFIELD TOWNSHIP 

Township Board Meeting 

Minutes 

September 22, 2015 

 

 

CALL TO ORDER/PLEDGE 

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 P.M. by Supervisor 
Engstrom at 8350 Main Street. 

Supervisor Engstrom led those present in the Pledge of 
Allegiance. 

ROLL CALL 

Marilyn Engstrom, Supervisor Present 
Kathy Braun, Treasurer  Present 
Angela Westover, Clerk Present 
Janet Chick, Trustee  Present  
Wayne Dockett, Trustee  Present 
Jacki Otto, Trustee  Present 
Tracy Thomas, Trustee  Present 

 
Also present: 

Township Manager Howard Fink 
Public Safety Director William Wagner 
Wastewater Treatment Plant Superintendent 

Tim Hardesty 
Township Attorney Paul Burns 
Members of the community  

 

ADOPT AGENDA 

Dockett asked that Board Member Comments be added 
following the First Call to the Public. 

 Motion: Engstrom moved, Thomas, that the agenda be 
adopted as amended.  
Motion carried 7—0 on a voice vote. 

FIRST CALL TO THE PUBLIC 

Mary Devlin, 9211 Brookside, called attention to the 
Elevate Concert Series and Kiwanis Rummage Sale, and 
commented on the early adjournment of the last Board 
meeting. 

Marlene Chockley, Planning Commission Chair, provided 
an update about development of a citizen survey and 
asked for Board approval to proceed.  

David Gordon, 5558 Hellner Road, commented on 
potential uses for the second floor of the Public Safety 
Building, and he said he would be sending as list of 
questions he would like answered publicly. 

Jim Nelson, 7777 Sutton Road, commented on making 
improvements to the sound system in the meeting room. 

BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS 

Dockett said he has not gotten information about the cell 
phone stipend and audit contract items that are on the 
agenda, and asked for an update on the citizen survey.  

CORRESPONDENCE & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

None. 

AGENDA ITEMS 

1. 

Fees for Civic Applications 

 for Non-Profit Organizations 

 Motion: Engstrom moved, Chick supported, to 
approve Ordinance 15-45. Motion carried 7—0 on a 

voice vote. Ordinance adopted. 

2. 

Civic Event Application: 

The Chamber Artisans Market 

 Motion: Engstrom moved, Chick supported, to 
approve the Civic Event application for the Chamber 
of Commerce Artisans Market.  
Motion carried 7—0 on a voice vote. 

 Motion: Engstrom moved, Otto supported, to waive 
the $100 civic event application fee for the Chamber 
of Commerce Artisans Market.  
Motion carried 7—0 on a voice vote. 

3. 

Cell Phone Stipend 

Fink explained Wastewater Treatment Plant staff are 
asking to be given a stipend for use of their personal cell 
phones rather than carrying both a personal and 
Township-owned phone. He said the proposed policy 
would cover all non-Police Township staff who use their 
cell phone for Township work. Hardesty said $35/month is 
the current cost for Township phones, and it would save 
the cost of purchasing replacement phones. 

 Motion: Chick moved, Otto supported, to allow a cell 
phone stipend for administrative employees only at a 
cost of $35/month.  
Motion carried 7—0 on a voice vote. 
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4. 

Wastewater Treatment Plant Equalization Tank 

Hardesty explained that he had brought up the need to 
plan for a sewage equalization tank in light of the new 
development coming into the Township. Brian Rubel of 
Tetra Tech said an equalization tank would be helpful for 
the existing plant and for future development, and he 
suggested engaging in a planning process. The Board 
discussed costs and other issues. 

 Motion: Otto moved, Chick supported, that to accept 
the proposal to complete a design for an equalization 
tank for $23,500; of that amount $14,000 from the 
previous capacity inventory project will be applied to 
these services, with the unbudgeted $9,500 possibly 
requiring a budget amendment. Motion carried 6—1 

on a voice vote, Dockett opposed. 

5. 

Audit Contract 

Fink recommended approval, noting it is a three year 
agreement with no cost increase during that period, and it 
may be canceled by either party with 90 days’ notice. 
Dockett said this should be put out for bid and the Board 
discussed the pros and cons of that. 

 Motion: Otto moved, Braun supported, to accept the 
contract from Pfeffer, Hanniford, and Palka with the 
annual rate of $18,000 for the years 2016, 2017, and 
2018.  

Dockett called for a roll call vote. 

Motion carried 6—1 on a voice vote, Dockett opposed.  

6. 

Cell Tower Contract 

Fink explained this is a 25 year lease for Verizon Wireless 
to place a cell tower at Fire Station #2 with $18,600 annual 
payments to the Township with a 3% yearly escalation. 
Burns said there are clauses in the agreement he does not 
recommend, but Verizon will not consider additional 
negotiations. The Board discussed the pros and cons of 
the proposal, including the long length of the lease, 
potential other uses for the land, and new income to the 
Township. 

No action taken. 

7. 

Salvage Inspections Contract 

Wagner reported that within the last hour the person 
involved in this contract indicated he does not want to 
work for the Township. 

8. 

Resignation of Front Desk Clerk Lisa Bradford 

 Motion: Engstrom moved, Chick supported, that the 
resignation of Lisa Braford be accepted with thanks 
for her service. Motion carried 7—0 on a voice vote. 

9. 

Michigan Department of Transportation (MDOT) 

Request to Waive Address Application Fees 

Wagner explained that MDOT needs several addresses for 
installation of new traffic management systems that will 
be used on US-23 per DTE requirements. 

 Motion: Chick moved, Engstrom supported, to accept 
the request from the Michigan Department of 
Transportation that $50 fees for each of the seven 
addresses be waived for addresses for active traffic 
management information systems along US-23. 
Motion carried 7—0 on a voice vote. 

10. 

Northfield Township Area Library Request  

for Reimbursement of Building Permit Fees 

In answer to questions Fink confirmed that the $3,400 
being waived covers the cost of staff reviews, but not 
inspection fees. Several Board members noted that the 
Township has already waived $7,000 zoning application 
fees for this project. 

No action taken. 

11. 

Fire Department Request for New Hire: 

Robert Wales 

Wagner said Wales is the son of another firefighter, but 
will serve in a different platoon. 

 Motion: Chick moved, Westover supported, to hire 
Robert Wales for firefighter training contingent upon 
passing background check and physical. 

8:26 p.m. review motion 

Motion carried 7—0 on a voice vote.  

DISCUSSION ITEMS 

1. 

Board Room Construction 

Fink reviewed past discussions about creating a meeting 
room in the second floor of the Public Safety Building and 
said after being approached by several Board members to 
continue looking into this he developed a bare bones 
estimate of $55,000 which he reviewed in detail. Board 
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members asked questions and made comments and asked 
Fink to put this on the next agenda for action. 

2. 

Downtown Planning Group 

Fink recalled that during the last discussion the Board 
indicated they would like this group to have a larger 
number of members and to include people who previously 
have not been involved with Township government. He 
said he and the DDA chair are suggesting a 15 member 
group to be led by the two of them. Board members 
recommended that “average” citizens who are not 
business owners be included, and that it be community 
driven without having the Township’s planner 
participating. 

It was agreed to place this on the next agenda for action. 

SECOND CALL TO THE PUBLIC 

Jim Nelson commented on plans for the audio and video 
system in the proposed new meeting space. 

BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS 

Board members commented on Jim Nelson’s 
recommendations for the sound system for the proposed 
meeting room, the proposed citizen survey, the approach 
being taken to developing the citizen survey, plans for 
moving the Township’s bank accounts to a new bank, and 
the success of the Police and Fire open houses. 

On behalf of the Planning Commission Chick asked each 
Board member to send her three questions they would like 
to see included in the citizen survey. 

ADJOURNMENT 

Engstrom adjourned the meeting at 9:08 P.M. 

 
 

 
Submitted by Lisa Lemble. 

Corrections to the originally issued minutes are indicated as follows: 
 Wording removed is stricken through; 
 Wording added is underlined. 

 

Approved by the Township Board on October 13, 2015. _________________________________________________ 

Angela Westover, Clerk 
 
 

Official minutes of all meetings are available on the Township’s website at 
http://www.twp-northfield.org/government/township_board_of_trustees/ 


